5/16/2016 


To: Instructional Quality Commission 

Curriculum Frameworks and Instructional Resources Division (CFIRD) 

California Department of Education 

1430 N Street, Room 3207, Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: History-Social Science Framework for California Public Schools 

Dear Members of the Instructional Quality Commission, 

We are parents of California students, and we want to thank the Instructional Quality 
Commission (IQC) for its support of a textbook curriculum framework inclusive of our South 
Asian histories. 

We have roots in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and beyond. We are Hindu, Muslim, 
Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Christian, agnostic, and atheist, and are from families deemed both upper 
and lower caste. We all agree on one thing: we want our children, and all Californian 
children, to be exposed to the rich and diverse histories of South Asia. 

We are disappointed that religious lobby groups are attempting to erase the rich, diverse and 
complex histories of South Asia by: 

• erasing the roots of Sikhism (edits 28425) 

• portraying Muslims as dangerous foreigners (2850) 

• erasing the history of Sri Lanka, and of the Tamil and Telugu languages (2465) 

• obfuscating the history of caste, and erasing the word "Dalit" (edits 13545, 25024, 
25103,2537,2539) 

We thank the IQC for blocking these unwanted changes, while supporting most of 
the South Asia Laculty Group's edits. These choices demonstrate a commitment to 



accuracy and fairness for all our diverse communities, instead of only one narrow segment. 

We believe that our children — and all children — will benefit from learning about the diversity 
and complexity of the South Asian subcontinent. To subsume our diverse histories under a 
single Hindu/Indiancentric umbrella is historically inaccurate, culturally insensitive, and 
ultimately dangerous. 

Lobby groups are mounting a PR campaign associating the bullying of Hindu children with 
teaching about caste in their schools. They imply that this bullying can be solved by erasing 
references to the caste system from history textbooks. In reality, our children — regardless of 
their religion — are being targeted primarily because of racism, antiimmigrant 
sentiment, and Islamophobia.This bullying accelerated after 9/11, and has increased again 
during the 2016 election, as candidates spew xenophobic rhetoric. These are profound 
problems that cannot be solved by censoring history textbooks. 

When lobby groups push false solutions to the bullying our children face, it distracts us from 
real solutions that would actually help them, like AB2485, the Safe Place to Learn Act, which 
would institute a comprehensive statewide plan to address xenophobic bullying in California 
schools. We urge the California Department of Education and the IQC to defend our textbooks 
from these bullying censorship tactics. 

Thank you for your support for our diverse South Asian communities. 

Monisha Bajaj 
Yamini OsegueraBhatnagar 
Nirali Jani 
Asha Mehta 


Mona Shah 



(Bay Area Progressive Desi Families, member of the South Asian Histories for All Coalition) 
Cosigners: 

1. Aashish Sangoi, Santa Clara, CA 

2. Abeer Choudhury, San Francisco, CA 

3. Aditi Chandra, Palo Alto, CA 

4. Aftab Usmani, Fremont, CA 

5. Ajit K. Abraham, Monterey, CA 

6. Ajit Singh Komal, Turlock, CA 

7. Akbar Pasha, Oakland, CA 

8. Alpana Hayhoe, Los Altos, CA 

9. Aly Mouhamad, Daly City, CA 

10. Alyssa Bradley, San Leandro, CA 

11. Amalia Darling, Richmond, CA 

12. Amar Daroch, Fresno CA 

13. Amee Laxpati, Placentia CA 

14. Amit C. Price Patel, Berkeley, CA 

15. Amrito Chaube, Morgan Hill, CA 

16. Amy Argenal, Oakland, CA 

17. Amy Lynn Bellamy, Hayward, CA 

18. Anand Subramanian, Oakland, CA 

19. Anita S. Jackson, San Ramon, CA 

20. Anuj Purwar, Pleasanton, CA 


21. Aprajit Mahajan, Palo Alto, CA 



22. Archana Upadhyay, Mountain View, CA 

23. Arif Maskatia, Milpitas, CA 

24. Ashfaq Syed, Santa Clara, CA 

25. Asok Chatterjee, Fremont, CA 

26. Basab Pradhan, Palo Alto, CA 

27. Benita Jain, Oakland, CA 

28. Benjamin Kaila, San Jose, CA 

29. Benoy K. Sarkar, Vallejo, CA 

30. Betina Hsieh, Anaheim, CA 

31. Bikku Kuruvila, Berkeley, CA 

32. Bob Singh, Redwood City, CA 

33. Bobby Singh, San Jose, CA 

34. Bonita Richman, Oakland CA 

35. Bridget Hughes, Berkeley, CA 

36. Darlena David, Richmond, CA 

37. Deepa Nair, Belmont, CA 

38. Deepshikha Ahlawat, Torrance, CA 

39. Dharini Abeysekera, Berkeley, CA 

40. Dilip Mody, Concord, CA 

41. Eleanor Piez, Richmond CA 

42. Esther Pezarkar, Cupertino CA 

43. Falu Bakrania, Pacifica, CA 


44. Farheen Saba, Fremont, CA 



45. Farrah Javed, Santa Clara, CA 

46. Farukh Basrai, Mountain View, CA 

47. Gaitie Zaheer, Sunnyvale, CA 

48. Gayatri Ratnam, Mountain View, CA 

49. Geetika Jain, Cupertino, CA 

50. Gina Spiers, Castro Valley, CA 

51. Hans Kajla, Elk Grove CA 

52. Harminder Kaur, Saratoga, CA 

53. Harpal Sandhu, Palo Alto, CA 

54. Harpreet Sandhu, Palo Alto, CA 

55. Harpreet Sandhu, Union City, CA 

56. Huma Dar, Berkeley, CA 

57. Imran Maskatia, Palo Alto, CA 

58. Ina Adele Ray, Oakland, CA 

59. Indira Chakrabarti, Oakland, CA 

60. Jamal Ghaus, Cupertino, CA 

61. Jamie Wong, San Francisco, CA 

62. Jaynap Abdolcader, Daly City, CA 

63. Jazz Kaur, Elk Grove, CA 

64. Jhumpa Bhattacharya, Oakland, CA 

65. John Ishvaradas Abdallah, San Pedro, CA 

66. John Orbon, Berkeley, CA 

67. Joshua Plaza, Sacramento, CA 



68. Joya Pramanik, San Francisco, CA 

69. Julie Chakravorty, San Ramon, CA 

70. Julie Light, San Francisco, CA 

71. Jyoti Daroch, Fresno CA 

72. Jyoti Khera, San Jose, CA 

73. Kanwaldip Anant, Oakland, CA 

74. Karthikeyan Shanmugam, Santa Clara, CA 

75. Katherine HerrickJasper, Davis, CA 

76. Kathryn Santana, Los Angeles, CA 

77. Kausar Saiyed, Fremont, CA 

78. Kevin Seal, Castro Valley, CA 

79. Khalid Azam, Fremont, CA 

80. Kim Davis, Oakland, CA 

81. Laxman Panthi, Oakland, CA 

82. Madan Kumar, Berkeley, CA 

83. Mannan Latif, San Francisco, CA 

84. Marjorie Sturm, San Francisco, CA 

85. Masoom Sabri, Union City, CA 

86. Maureen Nandini Mitra, Berkeley, CA 

87. Megha Chawla, San Carlos, CA 

88. Mitali Ganguly, Berkeley, CA 

89. Mohamed Nasrullah, San Diego, CA 

90. Mohammed Asif Ali, Santa Clara, CA 



91. Munira Girnary, San Jose, CA 

92. Naho Pramanik, San Francisco, CA 

93. Nakul Correa, Palo Alto, CA 

94. Nav Sandhu, Palo Alto, CA 

95. Neelanjana Banerjee, Los Angeles, CA 

96. Nehal Hasan, San Marcos, CA 

97. Neil Vikas Tangri, Stanford, CA 

98. Nirali Jani, Oakland, CA 

99. Nivetha Raju, San Rafael, CA 

100. Nupur ModiParekh, Oakland, CA 

101. Paresh Patel, Oakland, CA 

102. Patrick McCully, Berkeley CA 

103. Pooja Dewitt, Fremont, CA 

104. Prasad M. Khambete, Santa Clara, CA 

105. Priya Jagannathan, Alameda, CA 

106. Priya Satia, Stanford, CA 

107. Rahul B human, Santa Clara, CA 

108. Rajashri Setlur, Pleasanton, CA 

109. Rajiv Pramanik, San Francisco, CA 

110. Ramkumar Sridharan, San Jose, CA 

111. Rashida Basrai, Mountain View, CA 

112. Reva Patwardhan, Oakland, CA 


113. Riaz Khaja, Cupertino, CA 



114. Richard Nevle, San Jose, CA 

115. Rita Kohli, Pasadena, CA 

116. Ross Keoni Fujii, Mountain View, CA 

117. Sabina Ahmed, San Francisco, CA 

118. Saera Khan, San Francisco, CA 

119. Sajid Shaikh, San Francisco, CA 

120. Sakti Das, Lafayette, CA 

121. Samara Azam, Oakland, CA 

122. Sameer Mahendra Ashar, Irvine, CA 

123. Saqib Mausoof, San Francisco, CA 

124. Sarah Altschul, Oakland, CA 

125. Sarah McCarthy, Oakland, CA 

126. Sarbani Chakrabarti, San Ramon, CA 

127. Saurabh Jani, San Diego, CA 

128. Savitha Sridharan, Oakland, CA 

129. Seema Patel, Oakland, CA 

130. Sehr Sheikh, CA 

131. Shabana Ansari, Stanford, CA 

132. Shabnam Nadiya, CA 

133. Shadia Walsh, San Francisco, CA 

134. Shahin Shaikh, San Francisco, CA 

135. Shana Alavi, Morgan Hill, CA 


136. Shanthi Kathiresan, Fremont, CA 



137. Sharat G. Lin, Fremont, CA 

138. Sharfun Ghaus, Cupertino, CA 

139. Sheehan Grant, Oakland, CA 

140. Sherry Lin, San Francisco, CA 

141. Sh ik ha Malaviya, San Ramon, CA 

142. Shirin Maskatia, Milpitas, CA 

143. Shreelekha Mody, Concord CA 

144. Sienna Wildwind, El Cerrito, CA 

145. Sonali P. Khambete, Santa Clara, CA 

146. Sophie Jani, Oakland, CA 

147. Sowmya Rajkumar, San Jose, CA 

148. Sujatha Baliga, Berkeley, CA 

149. Sumita Pahwa, Claremont CA 

150. Sunaina Maira, Oakland, CA 

151. Surveen Singh, San Francisco, CA 

152. Sutapa Balaji, Oakland, CA 

153. Tanvi Buch, Los Altos CA 

154. Thilaka Krishnamurthi, Berkeley, CA 

155. Thillai Kumaran, San Jose, CA 

156. Tina Jabeen, Albany, CA 

157. TSS Rajan, Los Angeles, CA 

158. Usma Khan, Albany, CA 

159. Vandana Makker, Castro Valley, CA 



160. Vidya Pradhan, Palo Alto, CA 

161. Virali ModiParekh, Oakland, CA 

162. Waziuddin Chowdhury, Oakland, CA 

163. Yasir Hameed, Oakland, CA 

164. Yasmine K., Walnut Creek, CA 

165. Zakir K. Mohideen, Fremont, CA 



